


Legal Differences  

HIGH SCHOOL COLLEGE 
Services are provided under IDEA or 
Section 504, Subpart D.

Services are provided under ADA AA 
and Section 504, Subpart E.

The IEP is mandated and fol-
lowed. 

The high school IEP ends, and there is 
no IEP at the college level. 

The student has a right to an  educa-
tion, paid for by the state. Therefore 
special programs are created to meet 
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A college education is a privilege 
instead of a right, and special 

programs are not required. 

Parents are actively involved in plan-
ning and decisions. 

Student is considered an adult and 
must advocate for himself/herself.  
Parent involvement should cease. 

Accommodations are provided to 
ensure the success of the student. 

Accommodations are provided 
to 





Other Differences  

The information above was provided by MO-AHEAD 

HIGH SCHOOL COLLEGE 

Transportation is provided. Transportation and mobility on 
campus are responsibility 

of the student. 

Often paraprofessionals are  
provided if a student needs    
personal care or behavioral    
management assistance. 

The college is not responsible for     
providing personal care or  

behavioral management 
assistance. 

Adaptive technology is minimally 
used. 

Students are expected to use 
available adaptive technology. 

Few students are exposed to   
textbooks in alternative formats 
because special educators clarify 
reading selections. 

Student uses textbooks in 


