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PTA215 Pharmacology for Physical Therapist Assistants 

 

I. CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION 

 

A. Pre-requisite: PTA130, PTA140, PTA150 each with a grade of “C” or higher and 

reading proficiency 

 

B. Credit hour award: 1 

 

C. Description: This hybrid course will introduce students to the basic concepts of 

drug therapy of pharmacokinetics, pharmacodynamics, modes of delivery, side 

effects, and ways in which the medications can affect physical therapy treatment  

for the major drug classifications related to each organ system. (F) 

 

D. Curricular alignment: Fulfills Physical Therapist Assistant program requirement 

toward an Associate of Applied Science degree. 

 

II. EXPECTED LEARNING OUTCOMES/CORRESPONDING ASSESSMENT 

MEASURES  

 

Expected Learning Outcome Assessment Measure 

Compare and contrast various modes of 

medication delivery.  

 

Quizzes 

Written Assignments 

Define common drug terms. Quizzes 

Written Assignments 

Identify common adverse drug reactions 

and causes of adverse drug reactions. 

 

Quizzes 

Written Assignments 

Identify the purpose for and side effects of 

common over the counter medications. 

 

Quizzes 

Written Assignments 

Identify commonly prescribed 

medications and their common side 

effects for infections as well as diseases of 

the cardiovascular, respiratory, endocrine, 

urinary, gastrointestinal, musculoskeletal, 

and nervous systems. 

 

Quizzes 

Written Assignments 

Differentiate between narcotic pain 

medications and non-narcotic pain 

medications. 

 

Quizzes 

Written Assignments  

Describe how medication side effects 

impact physical therapy interventions.  

 

Quizzes 

Written Assignments 





A. Colbert, B. and Woodrow, R (current edition). Essentials of Pharmacology for Health  

 Professions. Cengage.  

 

B. Giles, S. (current edition). PTA EXAM The Complete Study Guide 

 Scorebuilders. 

 

VI. REQUIRED MATERIALS 

 

A. Subscriptions to Cengage MindTap, PhysioU, Scorebuilders Basecamp, and EHRgo 

 

B. Computer with reliable internet access 

 

VII. SUPPLEMENTAL REFERENCES 

 

A. American Physical Therapy Association student member resources 

 

B. Davis’s Drug Guide for Rehabilitation Professions 
 

http://www.jeffco.edu/


 

XII.  OUTSIDE OF CLASS ACADEMICALLY RELATED ACTIVITIES 

The U.S. Department of Education mandates that students be made aware of expectations 

regarding coursework to be completed outside the classroom. Students are expected to 

spend substantial time outside of class meetings engaging in academically related 

activities such as reading, studying, and completing assignments. Specifically, time spent 

on academically related activities outside of class combined with time spent in class 

meetings is expected to be a minimum of 37.5 hours over the duration of the term for each 

credit hour. 

 

XIII. DIVERSITY STATEMENT 

Jefferson College is a community leader dedicated to supporting and promoting diversity 

through opportunities and experiences that foster a culture of respect, inclusiveness, and 

understanding for everyone in the campus community to engage in a diverse world. 


